Summary of water status

The Rufiji
supporting

Basin is a key hydrological system,
hydropower  generation, irrigation,

hydropower generation, irrigation, domestic water
supply, and ecosystems. This report focuses on the
upper catchments, particularly Usangu, Little Ruaha,
and Kizigo, to assess rainfall, river flows, and reservoir
conditions at the start of the 2026 wet season.

above-average rainfall. The observations and

forecasted of data indicate that catchments such as
Little Ruaha and Kizigo are experiencing improved
river flows and stable reservoir levels.
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River flow Situation

Reservoir Water Levels

In December 2025, the reservoir water level at

o Long-Term Average (Dec): 692.06 m
a.m.s.|
This represents a positive deviation of approximately

. River flows across selected catchments of the Rufiji Basin

Weather Situation

during December 2025. This weather pattern has
substantial impact on river flows within the basin,
affecting water levels and contributing to changes in the
overall water situation.

Weather Outlook — January 2026:

According to forecasts from the TMA, Throughout the

contributing to changes in the overall water situation.

Jan-Week 2

and mid-catchment areas during December, which
enhanced surface runoff and contributed to early-season
hydrological recovery. In November, inflows to rivers

and dams were lower due to limited rainfall and weak

long-term averages

Some rivers demonstrated hydrological stability while
others continued to reflect depressed conditions.
Hydrological Implications

Early-season flows from the Little Ruaha and Kizigo

catchments

which is expected to strengthen with continued rainfall

during January-March.

Little Ruaha River at Mawande (Monthly Flow
trend)
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"Every Drop Counts™
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+1.40 m, indicating stable reservoir storage
conditions despite below-average rainfall observed

Conditions at other major reservoirs within the Rufiji
Basin also remained above their respective long-term
December averages, suggesting regionally stable
storage status heading into the core wet season.
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Recommendations

Continue monitoring rainfall, river flows,
and reservoir levels, especially in Usangu,
Little Ruaha, and Kizigo catchments.

ii. Promote efficient water use in areas with
below-average flows, particularly Great
Ruaha and Kizigo.

baseflow contributions and improve river
resilience during dry periods.
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